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YOU WILL NOTICE I AM NOT WEARING A UNIFORM TODAY AND THAT'S 

BECAUSE I AM HERE TO SPEAK TO YOU AS A PRIVATE CITIZEN AND NOT 

THE SURGEON GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE. 

IT TS NOT BECAUSE I AM NOT PROUD TO WEAR THAT UNIFORM; I AM A 

VERY ENTHUSIASTIC PATRIOT AND I CAME INTO WEARING A UNIFORM VERY 

LATE IN LIFE BY A SERIES OF VERY LONG AND COMPLICATED STORIES 

WHICH I WILL NOT BORE YOU WITH. I NEVER SAW ANY MILITARY SERVICE 

AND I NEVER WORE A UNIFORM UNTIL I CAME INTO THIS JOB. I HOLD 

THE RANK OF VICE ADMIRAL WHICH IS AS HIGH AS YOU CAN GET IN THE 

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE AND I CAN TELL YOU TO COME IN AT THE TOP 

RANK INSTEAD OF WORKING YOUR WAY UP FROM THE BOTTOM HAS THAT 

OTHER SYSTEM BEAT. BUT WEARING A UNIFORM ALSO PROVIDES A NUMBER 

OF STORIES SO THAT I DO NOT EVEN HAVE TO BOTHER ABOUT HAVING 

JOKES FOR BANQUETS ANYMORE; I JUST WEAR MY UNIFORM AND LISTEN TO 

WHAT PEOPLE SAY AND I HAVE ENOUGH TO PASS ON ON THE NEXT 

OCCASION. I JUST RETURNED FROM HAWAII WHERE I WAS TAKING PART IN 

A PACIFIC BASE AND HEALTH INITIATIVE AND I HAD SEAT 22C ON THE 

PLANE LEAVING HONOLULU, AND I WALKED DOWN AND I PUT MY BRIEF CASE 

UNDER THE SEAT GETTING OUT THE PAPERS I WOULD LIKE TO READ ON THE 

WAY AND I STOOD THERE IN UNIFORM. I SAW TWO LITTLE OLD LADIES 

WALKING DOWN THE AISLE AND I THOUGHT THEY LOOKED JUST LIKE THEY 

WERE GOING TO SIT IN 22A and B SO I JUST STOOD BACK AND LET THEM 

COME IN. THEY BOTH STOOD IN FRONT OF ME, TOOK OFF THEIR COATS 

AND HANDED THEM TO ME AND I PUT THEM UP WHERE THEY BELONGED. I 

HAVE LEARNED MY PLACE. 
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LAST SUMMER I WAS OUT AT THE MARRIOTT HOTEL IN CHICAGO WITH 

THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE OF DELEGATES AND I WAS 

LIVING ON THE 28TH FLOOR. I WAS GOING DOWN FOR THE EARLY MORNING 

PlEETING AND I GOT ON THE ELEVATOR ALONE AND WE DESCENDED ABOUT 10 

FLOORS AND ON GOT A BELLBOY. HE SAID, "WHAT AIRLINE YOU FLY FOR, 

CAP?" AND WHEN I SAID, "BRANIFF," HE DID NOT EVEN LAUGH. 

BUT I THINK THE BEST ONE WAS WHEN I ATTENDED THE CHANGING OF 

THE COMMANDANT AT THE NAVY YARD IN WASHINGTON, THE COAST GUARD 

COMblANDER WAS CHANGING IN A VERY IMPRESSIVE PATRIOTIC CEREMONY 

BUT I HAD TO BE VERY SHORTLY THEREAFTER IN HERSHEY, PENNSYLVANIA, 

TO ADDRESS THE AMERICAN OPHTHALMOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. so I 

PICKED MY WIFE UP ON A STREET CORNER, WE TORE OFF TO THE AIRPORT, 

GOT TO HARRISBURG, TOOK THE LIMOUSINE TO THE HERSHEY HOTEL. I 

WALKED IN RESPLENDENT IN MY DRESS BLUES, WENT UP TO THE 

REGISTRATION DESK AT THE HOTEL AND SAID, "MY NAME IS KOOP." SHE 

WENT THROUGH THE FILES AND PULLED OUT A PROSPECTIVE BILL AND I 

LOOKED OVER THE TOP OF THE DESK TO SEE WHO WAS GOING TO PAY IT 

BECAUSE I FIND IF I DO THAT IN THE AFTERNOON IT SAVES A LOT OF 

NONSENSE AT 5 O'CLOCK IN THE MORNING WHEN I LEAVE EARLY AND SURE 

ENOUGH, IT SAID "CHARGE TO MASTER ACCOUNT". THE YOUNG LADY SAID, 

"I NEED AN IDENTIFICATION." I SAID, "NO, YOU DON'T. JUST LOOK 

THERE - IT SAYS 'CHARGE TO MASTER ACCOUNT"'. SHE SAID, "I NEED 

AN IDENTIFICATION." SO I TOOK OUT MY WALLET AND I GOT OUT MY 

GOVERNMENT TOP SECRET HIGHEST POSSIBLE THING THAT GETS ME INTO 

THE CIA AND THE FBI AND SHE LOOKED AT IT FOR A MINUTE, SHE THREW 
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IT DOWN, AND SAID, "DON'T YOU HAVE A DRIVER'S LICENSE?" BUT 

THOSE ARE NOT THE REASONS WHY I DID NOT WEAR MY UNIFORM TODAY. 1 

AM HERE AS A PRIVATE CITIZEN. 

IT ALWAYS GIVES ME A GREAT DEAL OF PLEASURE TO ACCEPT AN 

AWARD FROM A ROMAN CATHOLIC INSTITUTION--BEING A PRESBYTERIAN. 

I WAS RAISED IN BROOKLYN, NEW YORK, IN AN ERA OF GREAT 

RELIGIOUS BIGOTRY. WHEN I WAS GIVEN AN HONORARY DEGREE FROM ST. 

CHARLES BARROMEO SEVERAL YEARS AGO, I WARNED THE AUDIENCE NOT TO 

RF: ALARMED IF THEY FELT A TREMOR IN THE EARTH,--IT WAS NOT AN 

EARTHQUAKE; IT WAS JUST MY BAPTIST ANCESTORS ROLLING OVER IN 

THEIR GRAVES. 

I SPEAK OF THIS PLEASURE NOT BECAUSE I AM AN ECUMENIST, BUT 

RATHER BECAUSE I BELIEVE THAT WERE WE--THAT IS, YOU ROMAN 

CATHOLICS AND WE PROTESTANTS--TO REVEL IN THE SIMILARITIES OF OUR 

CHRISTIAN FAITH, WE WOULD SEE THAT OUR DIFFERENCES ARE REALLY AS 

SMALL AS THEY ARE. 

I FEEL PARTICULARLY HONORED TO RECEIVE THE SHAFFREY AWARD 

BECAUSE ALTHOUGH I NEVER KNEW CLARENCE SHAFFREY, I RATHER EXPECT 

THAT WE WOULD HAVE APPROVED OF AND ENJOYED EACH OTHER. 

I WANTED TO BE A SURGEON FROM THE AGE OF 5 AND WAVERED ONLY 

ONCE FOR A YEAR WHILE I WAS A ZOOLOGY MAJOR AT DARTMOUTH AND I 

WONDERED DURING THAT YEAR WHETHER IT WOULD BE MORE SATISFYING TO 

WORK ONE-ON-ONE AS A SURGEON OR TO PREPARE YOUNG MEN TO DO THE 

SAME THING (THERE WERE NO WOMEN AT DARTMOUTH IN THOSE DAYS). 



MY MENTOR COUNSELED ME TO BE A SURGEON. "AS SUCH," HE SAID, 

"YOU CAN ALWAYS DO WHAT I DO, BUT I CAN NEVER BE WHAT YOU PLAN TO 

BE." 

I HAVE TRIED TO DO BOTH--BUT WHERE CLARENCE SHAFFREY AND 1 

WOULD HAVE JOINED PATHS IS IN THE EFFORT TO TEACH YOUNG MEN AND 

WOMEN TO COMBINE THEIR FAITH AND THEIR PRACTICE. 

I THOUGHT OF ADDRESSING YOU THIS AFTERNOON ON THE PURSUIT OF 

EXCELLENCE BUT INSTEAD, I WILL ACCENTUATE THE NEGATIVE AND SPEND 

THE NEXT FEW MINUTES DISCUSSING IN BRIEF "THE AVOIDANCE OF 

MEDIOCRITY". 

SOME ACHIEVE EXCELLENCE IN ALL THAT THEY DO IN LIFE BUT 

THESE ARE RARE MEN AND WOMEN. OTHERS ACHIEVE EXCELLENCE IN ONE 

FIELD AND THIS IS A MUCH MORE COMMON ATTAINMENT. 

HOWEVER, MOST PEOPLE WHO GRADUATE FROM A SCHOOL SUCH AS THIS _I 

TRY TO JUGGLE SO MANY BALLS IN THE AIR AT THE SAME TIME THAT IT 

IS EASY TO SLIP INTO MEDIOCRITY. 

IT IS MY BELIEF THAT THE PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE CAN BE VERY 

FRUSTRATING. BUT WHEN WE CONSIDER MOTIVATION, VOCATION, 

OCCUPATION, AND AMBITION, --THE AVOIDANCE OF MEDIOCRITY IS NOT 

ONLY POSSIBLE BUT IT LEADS TO A SATISFYING AND SUCCESSFUL 

PERFORMANCE. 

I WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK ON THE AVOIDANCE OF MEDIOCRITY IN 

CHRISTIAN TERMS. 

IT IS ASSUMED BY A SECULAR SOCIETY THAT WE WHO HOLD A 

RELIGIOUS POSITION BY FAITH ARE SOME SORT OF ANOMALY. IT IS 
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EXPECTED--AS THOUGH IT WERE POSSIBLE--THAT WE REMAIN RELIGIOUSLY 

NEUTRAL IN PROFESSIONAL AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 

CONSCIOUSLY OR UNCONSCIOUSLY WE ALL EXERT AN INFLUENCE BASED 

UPON UNDERLYING BELIEFS ABOUT LIFE AND "OUR RELIGION"--WHATEVER 

THAT MAY BE. 

NEUTRALITY IS A MYTH. 

COMMUNISM RECOGNIZES NO RELIGION. BUT WHEN NIKITA KRUSCHEV 

SAID, "WE WILL BURY YOU", HE SAID THAT WITH A RELIGIOUS FERVOR 

THAT I COVET FOR LEADERS OF AMERICA TODAY. 

FOR EXAMPLE--IN THE ARGUMENTS CENTERED AROUND ABORTION--IF 

THERE IS NO RELIGION-BASED PERSPECTIVE IN THE DISCUSSION, WE ARE 

LEFT WITH BIOLOGIC SHORT-TERM APPARENT, BUT FALSE, SOLUTIONS 

WHICH WHEN CARRIED TO A LOGICAL CONCLUSION EXCUSE THE INDIVIDUAL 

FROM THE CONSEQUENCES OF HIS ACTION. 

AS CHRISTIANS WE UNDERSTAND AND BELIEVE IN GOD'S FORGIVENESS 

FOR SIN. BUT EVEN WITH FORGIVENESS THERE ARE THE NATURAL 

CONSEQUENCES 0~ SIN. TO CONTEMPLATE WHAT THESE CONSEQUENCES 

MIGHT BE IN INDIVIDUAL LIVES AND NATIONALLY IS STAGGERING. 

MEDIOCRITY HAS COME INTO ENGLISH USE As A DESCRIPTIVE TERM 

THROUGH THE FRENCH FROM THE LATIN. THE OXFORD DICTIONARY DEFINES 

IT AS "THE QUALITY OF BEING INTERMEDIATE, BETWEEN TWO EXTREMES; 

TO BE OF MIDDLING CAPACITY, ENDOWMENT OR ACCOMPLISHMENT". IN 

THIS DAY, MEDIOCRITY IS USED CHIEFLY IN A DISPARAGING SENSE IN 

CONTRAST WITH EXCELLENCE OR SUPERIORITY. 
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IS THERE A MOTIVATION WHICH IS UNIQUELY CHRISTIAN? LET ME 

PUT IT IN TERMS WITH WHICH I AM MOST FAMILIAR - THE PRACTICE OF 

MEDICINE. 

IS THERE A MOTIVATION IN MEDICINE WHICH IS UNIQUELY 

CHRISTIAN? WE POINT TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF COMPASSION THROUGH THE 

LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST AS THE CHRISTIAN CONTRIBUTION TO MEDICINE. 

SUCH COMPASSION HAS COMPELLED MEN TO PRACTICE THEIR ART IN A 

VARIETY OF WAYS. THE WORLD THINKS FIRST OF CHRISTIAN MEDICINE AS 

IT IS EXPRESSED IN THE MEDICAL MISSIONARY ABROAD, BUT THE GREAT 

MAJORITY OF CHRISTIAN DOCTORS ARE ENGAGED IN THE DOMESTIC 

PRACTICE OF MEDICINE WHETHER AS TEACHERS, OR INVESTIGATORS, OR 

PRACTITIONERS. SOME OF THESE HAVE EXPRESSED THEIR MOTIVATION IN 

THE SIMPLE CARE OF THE SICK AND INJURED; OTHERS HAVE FOUND A 

PLACE IN THEIR CONSULTING ROOMS FOR PERSONAL ADVICE AND VERBAL 

WITNESS CONCERNING THEIR FAITH IN CHRIST; STILL OTHERS HAVE 

ENTERED THE MORE COMPETITIVE ASPECTS OF MEDICINE, SEEKING A HIGH 

PLACE IN ACADEMIC OR ADMINISTRATIVE MEDICINE IN ORDER THAT 

PROFESSIONAL EXCELLENCE MIGHT IN A SENSE AUTHENTICATE OR LEND 

ADDED CREDENCE TO THEIR CHRISTIAN WITNESS. 

AND YET CHRISTIAN PHYSICIANS ARE NOT NECESSARILY BETTER 

PttYSICIANS THAN NON-CHRISTIANS. THERE MUST BE AN ADDITIONAL 

MOTIVATION - PERHAPS CONCERNED WITH AMBITION THAT CARRIES SO MANY 

TO THE TOP. 

I SUPPOSE THAT MOST OF THE QUESTIONS WE ASK OURSELVES HAVE 

THEIR ORIGIN IN A PERSONAL DILEMMA. ONE OF THEM IS, I KNOW, 
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SHARED BY MOST OF MY PROFESSIONAL COLLEAGUES AND IT MIGHT BE 

SUMMARIZED IN TWO QUESTIONS. FIRST, HOW HARD SHOULD A MAN STRIVE 

TO GET TO THE TOP? AND SECOND, WHAT IS MORE EFFECTIVE IN THE 

CAUSE OF CHRIST, THE CHRISTIAN SUPERBLY COMPETENT PROFESSIONALLY 

OK THE DOCTOR PERFORMING PROFESSIONAL TASKS NOT QUITE AT TOP 

LEVEL, BUT DEVOTING A GREAT DEAL OF HIS TIME TO FURTHERING THE 

CHRISTIAN CAUSE IN THE USE OF HIS NON-MEDICAL SKILLS? 

TO STATE IT DIFFERENTLY, COULD IT BE THAT SOME CHRISTIANS, 

KNOWING THAT THEIR PEACE IS MADE WITH GOD AND THEIR FUTURE 

SETTLED, SEE LITTLE TO BE GAINED FROM PROFESSIONAL ADVANCEMENT? 

HOW CAN GOD BEST BE SERVED? IS THE INTEGRITY OF PROFESSIONAL 

COMPETENCE MORE DESIRABLE THAN MERELY ADEQUATE PROFESSIONAL 

PERFORMANCE BY THE DOCTOR, BUSY IN ALL OTHER MANNER OF OUTSIDE 

CHRISTIAN ACTIVITIES? 

I AM CONVINCED THAT MOST OF US CONFUSE TWO WORDS: VOCATION 

AND OCCUPATION. WHEN ST. PAUL WROTE HIS LETTER TO THE YOUNG 

CHURCH AT EPHESUS HE SAID, "WE ARE ALL CALLED TO SERVE THE LIVING 

AND THE TRUE GOD." 

SO YOU AND I WHO ARE CHRISTIAN HAVE THE SAME CALLING - WE 

HAVE EXACTLY THE SAME VOCATION - TO SERVE THE LIVING AND THE TRUE 

GOD. 

THE WAY MOST OF US DO THAT IS USUALLY THROUGH OUR 

OCCUPATION. 

SHOULD I, AS A CHRISTIAN DOCTOR WHO HAS MOVED WELL UP THE 

LADDER OF PROFESSIONAL SUCCESS, CONTINUE TO STRIVE FOR FURTHER 

ADVANCEMENT AND MAKE HIS TEACHING, OR RESEARCH OR CLINICAL 
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PRACTICE, THE BEST POSSIBLE? OR SHOULD I IN A SENSE REST ON MY 

OARS, ALLOW MOMENTUM TO CARRY THE MAJOR PART OF MY PROFESSIONAL 

LIFE, WHILE I TURN MY ATTENTION TO ANCILLARY MATTERS WHICH ON THE 

SURFACE SEEM MORE INTIMATELY CONCERNED WITH CHRISTIAN THINGS'? 

I THINK THE ANSWER LIES IN VOCATION AND OCCUPATION AGAIN. 

WE WORK OUT THE FORMER BY THE MANNEK IN WHICH WE PERFORM THE 

LATTER. 

THEN THERE ARE THOSE TIMES WHEN THE DEMANDS OF OCCUPATION 

ARE SO STRENUOUS THAT ONE CAN ONLY SURVIVE THROUGH GOD'S GRACE 

AND MUST TRUST THE LORD TO UNDERSTAND. 

I WAS ASKED LAST SPRING TO GO TO A NEW ENGLAND COLLEGE AND 

TO ADDRESS THE ALUMNI REUNION AND THE TITLE THAT WAS GIVEN TO ME 

WA S "HEALTH IN THE YEAR 2000". I APPEARED ON THAT OCCASION AS 

THE SURGEON GENERAL IN UNIFORM AND I GAVE MY PREDICTIONS FOR WHAT 

I THOUGHT HEALTH WOULD BE LIKE IN THIS COUNTRY ABOUT TWO DECADES 

HENCE. AND WHEN I FINISHED THE USUAL CLUSTER OF PEOPLE CAME UP 

TO THE PODIUM, SOME JUST TO SAY HELLO, SOME TO SAY THEY LIKED 

WHAT I SAID, BUT ONE WOMAN STAYED TO THE END AND WHEN SHE GOT 

THERE, SHE SAID, "I CANNOT TELL YOU HOW ASHAMED I AM OF YOU. TO 

THINK THAT YOU WOULD COME INTO THIS ATHEISTIC STRONGHOLD AND HAVE 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO TALK TO HUNDREDS OF MEN AND WOMEN AND NOT ONCE 

PREACH THE GOSPEL. AND I SAID, "MADAM, IF YOU ARE A CHRISTIAN, 

YOU AND I BOTH HAVE THE SAME VOCATION. WE ARE CALLED TO SERVE 

THE LIVING AND THE TRUE GOD AND FOR THE NEXT FOUR YEARS I PLAN TO 

SERVE MY GOD AS SURGEON GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES." 
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ANOTHER THOUGHT ON MOTIVATION. IT IS NOT SO MUCH WHAT WE AS 

INDIVIDUALS HAVE AS CHRISTIANS BUT IN A SENSE IT IS WHAT CHRIST 

HAS IN US BY WAY OF AN INVESTMENT. IT CERTAINLY WOULD BE A SIN 

FOR US TO MAKE THE DEATH OF CHRIST WORTHLESS INASMUCH AS HE HAS 

INVESTED SO MUCH IN US. WE SHOULD WORK FOR HIS SAKE AND THE 

IMPLICATIONS OF THIS MOTIVATION ARE TO ME TREMENDOUS. HUMILITY 

AND MEDIOCRITY ARE OF COURSE NOT SYNONYMOUS NOR IS CHARACTER AND 

EXCUSE FOR LACK OF COMPETENCE. THE FACT THAT WE ARE DOING OUR 

BEST TO SHOW FOR CHRIST'S LOVE DOES NOT EXCUSE US FROM FINDING 

THE BEST POSSIBLE WAY OF HELPING OUR FELLOW MAN. IN FACT, THE 

LATTER SHOULD BE THE EXPRESSION OF THE FORMER. IN OTHER WORDS, 

IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT WE DELIVEK OURSELVES FROM MEDIOCRITY. 

AFTER I WROTE THE BOOK AND MADE THE FILMS ENTITLED "WHATEVER 

HAPPENED TO THE HUMAN RACE?" WITH FRANCIS SCHAEFFER, SOME OF YOU 

MAY NOT KNOW THAT WE TOOK THOSE FILMS ON THE ROAD TO 20 CITIES IN 

THIS COUNTRY, 2 IN CANADA AND 4 IN THE UNITED KINGDOM. OUR 

SEMINARS CONSISTED OF TWO FULL DAYS OF VIEWING THE FILMS, GIVING 

LECTURES, AND ANSWERING INNUMERABLE QUESTIONS. WHEN WE WERE IN 

PORTLAND, OREGON, AT THE END OF MY FIRST LECTURE, A MIDDLE AGED 

GENTLEMAN CAME UP TO SEE ME AND SAID, "I CERTAINLY ENJOYED WHAT 

YOU HAD TO SAY, SIR. I AM A PHYSICIAN HERE IN PORTLAND AND A 

ROMAN CATHOLIC BUT I NEVER LET THE TWO GET MIXED UP." AND I 

SAID, "HOW SAD." 

THERE IS A TENDENCY AMONG ALL OF US TO COMPARTMENTALIZE OUR 

LIVES. WE TEND TO THINK OF OUR PROFESSION AS THE SECULAR PART OF 
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OUR EXISTENCE AND THOSE THINGS WE DO IN A CHRISTIAN CONNOTATION 

AS BEING MORE IN LINE WITH A CHRISTIAN WITNESS AND THEREFORE 

SOMEHOW OR OTHER SANCTIFIED. 

ANY DISCUSSION OF MEDIOCRITY IN MEDICINE MUST EVENTUALLY 

RELATE ITSELF IN SOME WAY TO AMBITION. IN OUR FREE ENTERPRISE 

SYSTEM IN THE UNITED STATES, MEDICAL COMPETENCE IS NOT 

NECESSARILY REWARDED WITH ADVANCEMENT IN THE PROFESSION AND THERE 

IS A SENCE IN WHICH AMBITION FOR MEDICAL ADVANCEMENT MAY NOT 

CONTRIBUTE TO THE CHRISTIAN WITNESS OF THE INDIVIDUAL, BUT MAY IN 

THE LONG RUN BE VERY EFFECTIVE IN THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE CAUSE OF 

CHRIST LARGELY BECAUSE OF THE INFLUENCE THAT A DOCTOR OF HIGH 

STATUS IS SOMETIMES ABLE TO WIELD. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, AMBITIOUS PLOTTING FOR MEDICAL 

ADVANCEMENT MAY PARALYZE AN INDIVIDUAL SO THAT EFFECTIVENESS IN 

THE CAUSE OF CHRIST IS MINIMAL. SOME OF US HAVE BEEN SADDLED 

WITH RESPONSIBILITIES WHICH ARE CLINICAL, ACADEMIC, INVESTIGATIVE 

AND ADMINISTRATIVE. HAVING ACHIEVED SUCH A RESPONSIBLE POSITION, 

WHAT IS THE OBLIGATION OF THAT INDIVIDUAL? IF HE DOES NOT 

CONTINUE TO PUSH FOR ADVANCEMENT, IS HE FLIRTING WITH MEDIOCRITY? 

IF IN EACH AREA OF HIS PROFESSIONAL LIFE, HE TRIES TO ACHIEVE THE 

BEST RECORD POSSIBLE, WILL HE BECOME SO EMBROILED IN THESE 

VARIOUS ACTIVITIES THAT HIS OPPORTUNITIES FOR ACTIVE CHRISTIAN 

WITNESS FADE AND MAY IN TIME WITHER AWAY? 

USUALLY ONE SPEAKS OF ONLY TWO ASPECTS OF THE CHRISTIAN 

PHYSICIAN'S LIFE; NAMELY, HIS PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE AND THOSE 
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THINGS CARRYING A CHRISTIAN CONNOTATION WHICH HE DOES OUTSIDE HIS 

PROFESSION. BUT THE LORD HAS CALLED MOST OF US TO BE SPOUSES AND 

PARENTS AS WELL AND THE WITNESS CERTAINLY LACKS INTEGRITY IF A 

MISUNDERSTANDING OF THE LORD'S CALLING LEADS TO EXCELLENCE IN THE 

PROFESSIONAL FIELD, PERMITS DABBLING IN THE CHRISTIAN FIELD, BUT 

PRODUCES A MAN OR A WOMAN WHO IN DOMESTIC LIFE IS A MEDIOCRE 

SPOUSE AND A MEDIOCRE PARENT. 

MANY TENSIONS BUILD THESE DAYS WHEN TWO PARENTS ARE BUILDING 

CAREERS. I THINK WE ALL UNDERSTAND THAT BUT THERE ARE TENSIONS 

TOO FOR THE WOMAN WHO LOVES BEING A WIFE AND A MOTHER AND 

REMEMBER TO SUPPORT HER BY REMINDING HER THAT NO OCCUPATION 

BETTER SERVES THE CHRISTIAN VOCATION. 

I TRUST THAT THESE THINGS I AM SAYING ARE NOT BEING 

MISUNDERSTOOD. I AM NOT SUGGESTING THAT THE AVOIDANCE OF 
7 

MEDIOCRITY IS TO BE FOUND IN ACADEMIA OR MEDICAL SOCIETIES OR IN 

PUBLIC SERVICE. THE MEDICAL 1iISSIONARY IN A REMOTE VILLAGE IN 

ZAIRE, THE COAST GUARDSMAN WHO Is A PHYSICIAN AND Is ENGAGED IN 

SEARCH AND RESCUE OPERATIONS, OR THE FAMILY PRACTITIONER IN MEDIA 

MAY HAVE MORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE AVOIDANCE OF MEDIOCRITY THAN 

ARE GIVEN THE SURGEON GENERAL. 

CHRISTIANITY DOES NOT SPEAK IN A VACUUM. THERE IS ANXIETY 

AND DESPAIR ALL AROUND US. THE CHRISTIAN PHYSICIAN ESPECIALLY 

HAS AN ANTEDOTE FOR ANXIETY AND HE HAS A DEFENSE AGAINST DESPAIR. 

LET NONE OF US BE LIKE THAT PHYSICIAN IN PORTLAND. 
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FINALLY, LET ME SAY THAT WE ALL ARE CALLED TO OUR VOCATION 

IN A SOMETIMES HOSTILE WORLD. I FIRST BECAME INTERESTED IN THE 

CHRISTIAN AVOIDANCE OF MEDIOCRITY WHEN I READ TWO ARTICLES ON THE 

SAME DAY IN THE BRITISH PUBLICATION, THE MANCHESTER GUARDIAN. 

THAT WAS 20 YEARS AGO BUT THE HOSTILITY IS WORSE TODAY, I THINK, 

RATHER THAN BETTER. THIS IS WHAT I READ: 

"IN A REVIEW OF WILLIAM EMPSON'S BOOK, MILTON' GOD, BY FRANK 

KERMODE, THIS QUOTATION APPEARED: 'KEEPING CHRISTIANITY IN CHECK 

HAS BEEN AN IMPORTANT DUTY OF CIVILIZED PEOPLE EVER SINCE THE 

RELIGION TOOK HOLD . . . (THEY) WORSHIP A GOD so CRUEL THAT HE 

CAN BE PERSUADED TO LET A SMALL PROPORTION OF THE HUMAN RACE OFF 

ETERNAL TORTURE BY THE OFFER OF HIS OWN SON FOR TORTURE INSTEAD.' 

IN THE SAME ISSUE, A. J. HUXLEY MADE THIS COMMENT: '1960 YEARS 

OF CHRISTIANITY AND CENTURIES MORE OF ALL KINDS OF OTHER 

RELIGIONS OF EQUAL VALIDITY TO THEIR BELIEVERS, SEEM TO HAVE 

BROUGHT US TO A PRETTY PASS.' THIS IS THE THEATRE OF WITNESS IN 

WHICH WE MUST OPERATE; HERE IS WHERE YOU ARE ON TRIAL, HERE IS 

WHERE YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO BE MEDIOCRE IN ANYTHING THAT YOU DO." 

THE CHRISTIAN LIFE WITH ALL OF ITS LIBERTY IS LIKE WALKING A 

TIGHTROPE. ALTHOUGH IT IS MOST DIFFICULT TO DO ALL THINGS WELL, 

WE MUST REMEMBER ST. PAUL'S ADMONITION, "THIS ONE THING I DO." 

IT COMES DOWN, I THINK, TO A MATTER OF CONSCIENCE. 

THERE WAS A DAY WHEN ONE WOULD NOT QUOTE MARTIN LUTHER IN 

SUCH AN ASSEMBLY. BUT NOW THAT YOU SING HIS HYMN, "A MIGHTY 

FORTRESS IS OUR GOD", I THINK I MIGHT DO SO HERE. LUTHER SAID, 
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"CONSCIENCE IS WHERE OUR BEHAVIOR TOUCHES GOD." FORTUNATELY, THE 

CONSCIENCE CAN LEARN TO GROW IN GRACE. 

FOR THE CHRISTIAN DOCTOR I COVET THIS DESCRIPTION KNOWN TO 

MOST OF YOU, BY THE UNKNOWN AUTHOR OF THE EPISTLE TO DIOGNETUS 

WRITTEN IN THE SECOND CENTURY A.D. DESCRIBING THE CHRISTIANS OF 

HIS TIME. "THEY SPEND THEIR EXISTENCE UPON THE EARTH BUT THEIR 

CITIZENSHIP IS IN HEAVEN. THEY OBEY THE ESTABLISHED LAWS, BUT IN 

THEIR OWN LIVES THEY SURPASS THE LAWS. . . IN A WORD, WHAT THE 

SOUL IS IN THE BODY, CHRISTIANS ARE IN THE WORLD. . . THE SOUL 

IS ENCLOSED IN THE BODY AND ITSELF HOLDS THE BODY TOGETHER; SO 

TOO CHRISTIANS ARE HELD FAST IN THE WORLD AS IN A PRISON, YET IT 

IS THEY WHO HOLD THE WORLD TOGETHER." 

IN THIS DESCRIPTION THERE IS NO ROOM FOR MEDIOCRITY. 


